
CALRAG Letter to all Councillors 21 September 2019 

Dear Councillor 
Re: HM Inspectors letters dated 1st August 2019 and 11th September 
2019. 
 
As you will be well aware HM Inspectors have expressed the strong view that the 
JSP is so seriously flawed that it should be withdrawn and the whole process 
started again.  The Inspectors are presently waiting to hear from West of England 
Combined Authority (WECA)/North Somerset Council (NSC) with their full response 
to their views. 
 

CALRAG wish to make it clear that they fully support the Inspectors views and that 
WECA/NSC should withdraw the present plan without delay. Remote Strategic 
Development Locations such as Churchill, (unsustainable), should not be included in 
any future plans. 
 

The Inspectors comments on the plan fully echo the concerns consistently expressed 
by CALRAG and many others both throughout the consultation process and at the 
July Public Examination hearings but which have been steadfastly ignored by the 
NSC. It is therefore disappointing to see in the Weston Mercury edition of 19th 
September comments made by Councillors Davies and Ashton which suggest that 
presently they do not accept the Inspectors recommendations. 
 

The whole exercise has come at enormous cost to the local taxpayer with more to 
come if the NSC were to persist with the present plan which the Inspectors have 
made clear they would be likely to reject even if it were to be amended. 
 

The right course must be for Councillors to withdraw the egregious JSP particularly 
as account must now be taken of the Climate Emergency declared by North 
Somerset Council (26 February 2019) to go carbon neutral by 2030. If NSC is to 
stand by this commitment then it follows that proposals for the creation of new 
settlements in open countryside such as the proposed Churchill Garden Village must 
be abandoned. 
 

The correct approach remains for the creation of additional housing close to centres 
of employment and public transport thereby significantly reducing carbon emissions 
and infrastructure costs. We call for an immediate and full Green Belt review to 
consider sustainable sites in North Somerset that could alleviate the serious problem 
of 5-year housing land supply. 
 

CALRAG would therefore be grateful to hear from you that you fully support HM 
Inspectors recommendation that the present JSP be withdrawn and that you will 
both lobby and vote for such an outcome and seriously lobby the government to 
reduce the housing numbers for our Local Authority. 
 

If you do not agree to the proposed withdrawal we would invite you to give your 
reasons for taking such a stance. 
 

Yours sincerely 
  
Jan Murray Co-chair 
Churchill and Langford Residents Action Group (CALRAG) 


